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WHEAT EXPORTS TO IRAQ 
Statement 

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [5.43 pm]:  I follow up on my question today when I say it is a disgrace 
that the national Government has decided to not fulfil a promise made by a previous Government.  This matter 
started a long time ago, and some members might not be familiar with its history.  Having followed the subject, I 
will inform those members a little.  The matter goes back to the previous 1987 Iraqi war under the leadership of 
George Bush Snr.  At the time, the Prime Minister of Australia was Mr Bob Hawke.  He made a promise to 
wheat growers that they would not suffer from not being paid for wheat exported to Iraq.  I believe that when 
that promise was made, the national Government made a commitment that flowed to subsequent Governments.  
Mr Hawke did not honour his promise, Mr Keating did not honour the promise in his term as Prime Minister, 
and nor has the present Prime Minister.  With all due respect, it is worse in the case of the current Prime Minister 
because he has been in that position for a long time.   

Hon Peter Foss:  Since 11 March 1996.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I have been reliably informed that he has been in office since 11 March 1996.  The 
federal Government has recently announced what it will do.  Instead of repaying $98 million to wheat growers, it 
will spend about $20 million to develop a grain processing facility in Iraq, which is good.  That is a wonderful 
move, and I have no problem with a national Government forgiving a debt to Iraq; that is probably the important 
thing to do.  However, I do have a problem with the expectation that a small section of the Australian community 
will meet a national debt.  This matter concerns not just the current wheat growers.  The problem is that this 
promise was made so along ago, and quite a number of those wheat growers have retired.  Sadly some will have 
died, in time - 

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  I have retired, but I have not died.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Is Hon Bruce Donaldson one of them?   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  I am one of them, and I have a substantial sum of money owed to me if the federal 
Government pays it.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I do not know whether the honourable member needs the money, but some wheat 
growers have retired and are morally owed that money, and they will not receive it.  They are not currently 
wheat growers; they have left the industry.  Many of them are owed $35 000 or thereabouts.   

Hon Kim Chance:  Some actually went broke because they did not get paid.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I would not be at all surprised if that was not a contributing factor.  However, they will 
not benefit from what will probably be a very good facility in Iraq.  It is not reasonable to expect a small section 
of the community to pay for something that is probably a sensible measure, but will benefit only other people.  
What Minister Vaile is doing is morally bankrupt.   

Hon Bruce Donaldson:  Is there a way we would overcome this by making whatever is owed a taxation 
deduction?   
Hon PADDY EMBRY:  The simplest way of putting it is that if a commitment is made to pay money, that 
money should be paid in full.  I suggest that we have probably had 100 per cent inflation since that promise was 
made.  That debt should have been paid within a matter of weeks from when the commitment was made, and if 
there was a surplus through wheat sold and subsequent payments being made, that should have gone into the 
government coffers.  This is quite inexcusable.  If a person owes money, he pays it.  The national Government - 
a Labor Government at the time - made the commitment.  Subsequent Labor Governments and a longstanding 
coalition Government have failed to honour a promise.  It is a disgrace.   
Hon John Fischer:  Get rid of the National Party.   

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  Minister Vaile comes from the National Party but he is talking on behalf of the federal 
Government; he is talking not just on behalf of the National Party.  There is no excuse for stealing money, which 
is what the federal Government is doing.  It is stealing money from people who will not get any benefit from the 
building of this facility in Iraq.  A federal election will happen soon, and with the amounts of money that are 
being promised by both sides of federal politics, a few million dollars is chickenfeed compared with what is 
being talked about in the lead-up to the election.  The federal Government must meet its debts, balance the 
books, and then make promises.  It has its priorities wrong on this issue.  Its actions in this area are totally 
obscene.  I do not believe it is fooling people.  It is nonsense to pay women $3 000 each, rumoured to be $5 000 
each before too long, for having another child.  The fact that I disagree with that does not make it wrong, but 
what makes it wrong is that this federal Government is not honouring its previous commitments.  It should 
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honour previous commitments first.  That policy will give even greater encouragement to the wrong people to 
have more babies.  Having babies and living on social welfare has become a business.  I repeat for the third or 
fourth time, the federal Government has a commitment.  It made a promise.  It is living a lie unless it meets that 
promise.  Perhaps there is some fancy footwork in the wording of the original promise.  However, the important 
thing is that the message it gave to wheat growers was that they would not lose.  Some wheat growers have lost 
miserably, and I would think - the minister may correct me on this - that most of Australia’s export wheat comes 
from Western Australia; however, I am not quite sure on the pooling arrangements.  I suggest that most growers 
who have been penalised are probably also Western Australians.  The fact that Western Australia federally is 
politically stable, provides no great incentive for federal Governments or Oppositions to make good promises 
involving Western Australians, which is no excuse.  In the unlikely event that this Government is returned to 
office at the next state election, and if the Labor Party happened to win - heaven forbid - the next federal 
election, I trust that the minister will continue the commitment that he said he would make today.  I suggest to 
the minister and his party that he might even attract some votes if he came up with an honest and sensible policy. 
 


